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SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE — EXTENDED UNTIL 6.00 PM 

Thursday, 26 November — Motion 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Leader of the House) [4.36 pm] — without notice: I 
move — 

That the house sit until 6.00 pm.  

We still have a few matters to deal with, one of which is a disallowance motion that needs to be dealt with today. 
I seek the support of the house to sit for one extra hour today. I also indicate to the house that I will later move 
that we sit tomorrow to complete the legislative program.  

HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the Opposition) [4.36 pm]: I rise to indicate that we 
will support this motion. The reason I rise now is that I have to leave shortly after 5.00 pm and I might not get 
the opportunity between then and the next motion that the leader will move about the continuation of sitting 
days.  

I asked for information from the Clerk’s office about the number of bills that have been passed in this house. In 
2009 to date, as at 26 November, we have passed 44 bills. We have passed 13 bills in the past three weeks. The 
number of bills passed since 21 May, when the numbers in the house changed, was 33. Of the 44 bills passed this 
year, 33 have been passed since the numbers changed in this house, and 13 in the past three weeks.  

I am happy to sit as long as we need to sit to complete the business of the house. I wish to make the point that in 
agreeing to do that, in situations in which there are bills that we support, we will facilitate their timely movement 
through the house. However, that has never meant that we abdicate our rights to oppose certain bills, and we will 
use what mechanisms are available to us to exercise that right.  

I have to say that I was somewhat surprised by a media release released earlier today by the Minister for Police, 
Rob Johnson, who said that he — 

… asked for the Legislative Council to send proposed legislation regarding police stop and search 
powers to a Legislation Committee. 

Mr Johnson said Labor had made it clear they would deliberately delay the important legislation in the 
Upper House, where there were no time limits on speeches.  

That is blatantly untrue. We have indicated from the beginning, when the Leader of the House asked us to 
indicate which bills we would support and which we would not, that we would have difficulty with the Criminal 
Investigation Amendment Bill. We indicated that we would apply to it rigorous scrutiny. At no point have we 
engaged in a conversation beyond that on that bill. At no point have we said that we intended to unduly delay 
that piece of legislation. The reason for the referral, I suspect, is on the backbench over there. It is not on this 
side. I object to that assertion when we have passed 13 bills in the past three weeks; when we have made 
ourselves available to sit whenever; when we cleared our diaries for next week; when we were available to sit 
when this stop-and-search bill was introduced last Tuesday; when we were available to sit late this Tuesday—the 
government did not ask us to do that; when we are available to sit late tonight—the government has not asked us 
to do that; and when we are coming back tomorrow to deal with a specific bill. We could sit next week; we 
would be available to deal with it then but we have not been asked. I take strong objection to the media release 
that blames us for the fact that the government has not managed priority planning for its important legislation 
when the concerns about the legislation and the negotiated outcome of a referral to a committee came from that 
side, not this side.  

Question put and passed.   
 


